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TO THE 

READ E R. 

Years are now elapf- 

ed fince the melancholy Event 

happened, which gave Occafion 

to the following Obfervations.—- 

If it be alked why they did not 

appear fooner, the Author’s An- 

fwer is, Rift, that he was then 

too 
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too much engaged in Bufinefs, to 

give due Attention to the Sub- 

je£fc; and fecondly, that he was 

diffident whether they might be 

thought worthy of the public No¬ 

tice : But having fince had Lei- 

fure to apply his Thoughts more 

clofely to the Matter, and alfo 

taking the Opinions of fome in¬ 

genious and learned Friends, for 

whofe Judgment he has a great 

Deference, he has been induced 

to revife and enlarge what he had 

written, before he committed it 

to the Prefs. And to make the 

Publication more compleat and 

fatisfaflory, he has added the 

printed 
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printed Accounts of this extraor¬ 

dinary Cavern given by Captains 

Sturmey and Collins; by the 

former, in the Year 1669, and 

by the latter, in 1682; thefe are 

the only printed Accounts of it, 

that he knows of; and thefe were 

thought fit to be inferted among 

the Philofophical Tranfactions of 

the Royal Society, though they do 

not give a minute or circumftan- 

tial Defcription, or convey an 

adequate Idea of this wonderful 

Subterranean Cave. 

The Author hopes that what 

is here given to the Public, will 

be. 
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be found to fupply their Defici- 

ences; and may therefore be en¬ 

titled to the Candor of his Rea¬ 

ders, efpecially of thofe who de¬ 

light to explore the more fecret, 

and as it were, hidden Recedes 

of Nature: And if they effe6l 

this, he fhall be highly gratified, 

and think the Difficulties and 

Dangers he fubmitted to, in or¬ 

der to make the prefent Difcove- 

ries, to have been conducive to 

fome ufeful and defirable Pur- 

» 

Still further to befpeak their 

Indulgence, he begs alfo to re¬ 

mind 
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mind them, that he makes no 

Pretenfions to deep Literature; 

they will therefore not expefl 

from him, any Philofophical Re- 

fearches or Attempts to explain 

and account for the Caufes or 

Formation of this wonderful A- 

byfs.—They will here only re¬ 

ceive the plain Narrative of one 

whofe Life has been checquered 

with various Viciffitudes; through 

the whole Courfe of which, he 

trulls he has never wilfully devi¬ 

ated from the {trifled Regard to 

Truth and Integrity; which he 

humbly hopes will not forfake 

him, during the Remainder of his 

journey 
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Journey through it. Under this 

Perfuaflon, he flatters himfelf this 

fmall Work will meet with a 

favourable Reception from his 

Friends, and an impartial Public. 



A 

Defcriptive Account, &c. 

ry~* 

JL HE very melancholy Circumftance of 

the Rev. Mr. Newnam’s falling into Pen- 

park-Hole, on the 17th of March, 1775, 

greatly excited the Curiofity of the Pub¬ 

lic, and for fome Weeks brought toge¬ 

ther a vaft Concourfe of People daily to 

vifit the gloomy Spot. A few Perfons of 

Credit fummoned Fortitude fufficient to 

defcend. into, and explore this dreary 

Cavern, which Attempt would upon any 

other Occafion, have been rejected with 

Horror, 
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Horror* and deemed almoft impractica¬ 

ble. As my Curiofity alfo prompted me 

amongft a few others, to defcend into 

this Place of Darknefs* the Reader may 

depend upon the Authenticity of the fub~ 

fequent Account* taken at two different 

Surveys* viz. on Monday the 20th of 

March* and Eafter-Monday April 17th* 

1775? which I* by Defire* communicated 

in a Letter to my kind and much refpefU 

ed Friend and Benefactor* Dr. Francis 

Woodward* then an eminent Phyfician 

at Bath. 

The Mouth of this fubterraneous Ca¬ 

vern runs nearly Eaft and Weft* being 

about 35 Feet long, and 14 wide. Near 

the Middle is a Separation caufed by an 

A ill Tree* the Root of which growing 

part in the North Bank, and Part in the 

South, fupports the Tree growing over 

the 
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the Mouth of this (as I may very juftly 

call it) tremendous Cavern, for never did 

I till then, fee fo dreadful a Chafm.~A 

little below this Tree, is a Prop or Pillar 

of Stone, which appears to have been left 

with a Defign to keep the North, or 

Back-part from falling down. Below 

this Pillar the Tunnel extends itfelf high¬ 

er and wider. About 12 Yards from the 

Surface or Mouth of the Hole, is a fmaller 

Cavity, running W eft ward, down which 

a Perfon may (if he is cautious) go fafe- 

ly without Affiftance ; and at the Bot¬ 

tom, by leaning over the Precipice of the 

Rock, in a clear and light Day, have a 

di ft in View of the Form and Structure 

of the main Tunnel, and Part of the Wa* 

ter below. When the Cavern is viewed 

from this Place, the Spectator is immedi¬ 

ately ftruck with Plorror, at the Sight 

of the rugged Rocks, which hang over 

B Head, 
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Head, and the deep and gloomy Gulpfi 

beneath* The few (and indeed they are 

but very few) who have been bold enough 

to go to the Bottom of this dreary Ca¬ 

vern, defcended at the Place where the 

unfortunate Mr, Newnam fell in, which 

lies nearly Eaft and Weft, as mentioned 

before; and were let down gradually by 

the Affiftance of two or three Men, who 

attended there for that Purpofe. The 

Ropes, which ran in Pullies, were fallen- 

ed to the Root of the Afh Tree before- 

mentioned. At firft the Entrance is very 

fteep, and continues fo for about 27 Feet. 

I am informed by a Gentleman (Mr. 

William White) who has taken a very 

accurate Survey of it, that it is 4 Feet 

in 6 perpendicular; and the Roof in fome 

Places, not 3 Feet in height. When 

you are palled this Place, you immedi¬ 

ately difappear from the Eyes of the 

Spec- 

) / 
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Spectators, About 30 Feet lower, there 

is a large Cavern, on each Side the Rock, 

one in an Eaft, the other in a Weft 

Direction: That on the Weftern Side, 

which is much the fmaller, may be eafily 

enteredj but that on the Baftern, which 

is about 3 Yards higher up, is far more 

difficult of Accefs; though fome very 

few curious Perfons have been bold 

enough to enter them both. An ingeni¬ 

ous Perfon of my Acquaintance (the be¬ 

fore-mentioned Mr. William White) 

who has taken a very exaCt Drawing of 

the Whole, informed me, that he had 

vilited both thefe Caverns: That to the 

Weftward extends about 20 Yards, where 

he found the Way nearly flopped up by 

feveral large cragged Stones, which ap¬ 

peared to have fallen from the Roof. 

Thefe Caverns are rendered fall more 

gloomy by the Batts, which are fome^ 

B 2 times 



times feen flying about them* I had a 

tolerable View of both Caverns in my 

Pafiage up and down, but as I was un¬ 

it fed to vifit fuch Places, 1 was too anxi¬ 

ous for my own Safety, to enter that on 

the Eaftern Side, but contented myfelf 

with taking an accurate Survey of the 

other. 

About the Midway, there is a final! 

Projection of the Rock, fcarce large e- 

nough for two Perfons to ftand on. Here 

I Itaid feme Minutes to breathe, as well 

as to take a View of this dreary Place, as 

it cannot be feen to fo much Advantage, 

from any other Part, When I had fuf- 

ficiently gratified my Curiofity, I walked 

from thence along the Ridge of the Rock, 

into the Weftern Cavern, which I found 

to be about 30 Feet long, and 8 or 10 

broad at the Entrance, and nearly as 

much. 
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much in height. I found this Apart¬ 

ment perfectly drv, but nothing worthy 

of Obfervation in it: There were a few 

loofe Stones fcattered up and down the 

Bottom, but they were neither fo large or 

numerous, as thofe in the Caverns be¬ 

low. I know not whether it may be 

worth mentioning, but I thought it fome- 

what remarkable, that when I laft vilited 

this Place, I could not fee a lingle Batt 

in any Part of it: I fuppofe they had 

changed their Habitation, finding them- 

felves difturbed and molefted by Perfons 

daily defcending to their peculiar Do¬ 

mains. 

When you have pafled thefe Caverns, 

you defcend in a direct perpendicular, be¬ 

tween 30 and 40 Feet, after which, you 

reach the Bottom, by a Defcent almoft as 

fteep as that you juft before pafled. I 

imagine 
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imagine the whole length from the Sur¬ 

face to the Bottom, when the Water is 

low, to be about 200 Feet. When you are 

arrived there, you land on a large Quan¬ 

tity of broken Rocks, Dirt, Stones, &c. 

partly thrown down by Perfons who vifit 

the Mouth of the Cave from Motives of 

Curiofity, and partly by Rains, melting 

of Snow, &c. which form a Kind of Bay 

between two Caverns, both filled, when 

I was there the firft Time, with Water. 

When you furvey the Place from hence. 

Objects only of the mod: difmal Kind, 

prefent themfelves to View from every 

Quarter : And indeed nothing lefs than 

occular Demoiiftratlon, can convey to the 

Mind an adequate Idea of the gloomy 

Appearance of thefe fubterranean Caverns, 

The deep Water almoft diredtly under 

your Feet, rendered ftill more gloomy, 

by the faint glimmering Rays of Light, 

reflected 
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reflected upon its Surface from the Open¬ 

ings of the Chafms above, and the black 

rugged Rocks, horrid Precipices and deep 

yawning Caverns over Head, brought to 

my Remembrance, the following Lines 

©f Milton : 

ce The difmal Situation wafts and wild, 

€t A Dungeon horrible on all Sides- 

sc No Light, but rather Darknefs viftble 

c< Serv’d only to difcover Sights of Woe, 

cs Regions of Horror, doleful Shades, &c.” 

The Cavern on the Left, which runs 

Weftward, is 78 Feet in Length, and 

16 in Breadth. The Entrance into it, is 

rendered very awful, by a fhelving Roof 

on the North Side, about 20 Feet high, 

which gradually decreafes, till it termi¬ 

nates in fmall Branches running in a® 

rnongft the Rocks.—When I viiited this 

Place Eafter*Monday, April 17, the Wa¬ 

ter 
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ter was totally defecated, and as I had 

with me a fufficient Quantity of Lights, I 
/ 

had an Opportunity, by difpofing of them 

properly, of traverfing it quite to the 

End, and examining every Part with the 

mo ft minute Circumfpedtion, which I 

could not do before* I was however 

obliged to be very cautious how I pro¬ 

ceeded, as the Bottom and Sides were 

ftill very ilippery and damp, occafioned 

by the Mud and Slime which the Water 

had depofited. On examining this Ca¬ 

vern, I obferveda large Quantity of femi- 

pelucid Spar, on the Sides and Bottom; 

Pome of the former, I brought up with 

me, but that which adhered to the Bot¬ 

tom, was of a whiter Colour and appear¬ 

ed more Opaque than" the other. On 

the Lower-End and Sides, are Chafms 

through which I fuppofe the Water vents 

Itfelf; and from the Mud and Slime re¬ 

maining 
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maining on the Sides of the Rock, I con¬ 

ceive there mud be at lead: 8 Feet of Wa¬ 

ter in this Cavity, in the wet Seafons. 

The Bottom was entirely covered with 

large rough Stones, fome of them near 

a Ton weight; which appeared to have 

fallen from the Roof and Sides. On the 

Right, a large fpacious Apartment opens 

to your View, about 90 Feet long, and 

52 broad, running from the Landing- 

Place, towards the North-Ead, with a 

hard rockey vaulted Roof, about 30 Feet 

above the Water, when I was there, the 

firft Time, but when the Water is at 

the loweft, I fuppofe it mud be at lead 

90 Feet, fo that you cannot even with 

the Affiftance of Torches difcover dif- 

tindlly the Summit of it. 

A Place fo fpacious and lofty, mud 

exhibit to a Perfon unaccudomed to fub- 

C terranean 
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terranean Caverns, a Scene the moll: dif- 

mal and dreary, that Imagination can pof- 

fibly painty and the pendant Rocks which 

fometimes break in very large Pieces over¬ 

head, and from the Sides, ftrike the 

Mind with dreadful Apprehenfions of 

Daprfpf. 

The Roof appears to be of nearly an 

equal Height in every Part; and very 

much refembles the Ceiling of a Gothic 

Cathedral.——-The Sides are aim oft per¬ 

pendicular, and conftdering the Whole to 

be entirely the Work of Nature, of un¬ 

commonly juft Proportion e——The Place 

is rendered ftill more awful, by the great 

Reverberation which attends the Voice 

when you fpeak loud; and if thoroughly 

illuminated, muft have a very beautiful 

Appearance. 

The 
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The Water, which when I v/as there at 

both Times, totally covered the Bottom, 

was of an oval Form, and as fweet, clear 

and good, as any I ever drank, and in 

many Places between 7 and 8 Fathom 

deep -y but in Auguft 1762 it was found 

not more than one Fathom : So that in a 

dry Seafon, you may (as I am informed) 

fafely walk round the Sides. And not- 

withftanding, when I vifited this Place a 

fecond Time, it was at leaft 20 Feet per- 
1 

pendicular lower than when I firft went 

there, as it is fuppofed upon the moil 

juft Calculation, to fink about 10 Inches 

in a Day and a Night. 

I could not perceive the leaft Appear¬ 

ance of the two prominent Rocks, as 

mentioned by Captain Collins, who vi¬ 

fited this Place in September, 1682. By 

this Gentleman’s Account it appears, 

c 2 there 



( 24 ) 

there are feme Caverns in the larged: 

Chafm, which when I was there, were 

filled with Water, and confequently not 

difcernable. Perhaps, when the Place is 

free from that Inconveniency, it may ex¬ 

hibit a very different Appearance from 

what it did when I was there, and may 

be of much larger Dimensions. 

As I was determined during my Stay, 

which was about an Hour and a Half, 

to view the Place attentively, I made one 

of the Men row a floating Stage (launched 

whilfl: I was there) with Several Candles 

on it, which burnt perfectly clear, twice 

round the Cavern, fo that I had a tolera¬ 

ble View of every Part of it.—At the fur¬ 

ther End, about 8 Feet above the Wa¬ 

ter, (when I was firft there) is a Cave, 

which I fuppofe to be the fame as men¬ 

tioned by Captain Sturmey, who viflted 

this 
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this Place in 1669; the Entrance into 

which is about 10 Feet broad, and 5 high, 

and very much refembles the Mouth of a 

large Oven. A Gentleman who has tra¬ 

velled it almoft to the End, aiTured me, 

it was nearly as long as the large one be¬ 

low, but much narrower. 

Having by this Time fufficiently grati¬ 

fied my Curiofity, I began to think, to 

ufe the Words of a great and ancient Poet, 

of once more revifiting “ The roddie 

Lemes of DaieT I found the Afcent far 

more difficult than the Defcent, and was 

ftruck with Horror at the Sight of the 

rugged Rocks I had juft palled.—-In my 

Paffage up, I was greatly alarmed by be¬ 

ing thrown on my Back, in a Place where 

the Rock was almoft diredlly perpendicu¬ 

lar over the Water, but foon recovered 

myfelf, though not without Difficulty, 

and 
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and was very thankful when I had once 

more put my Feet on "Terra Firma, and 

had a Sight of my anxious Friends and 

Acquaintance, who flocked round me, as 

if i had been a Being rifen from the fub- 

terranean World; and laughed very hear¬ 

tily, when they faw the dirty Condition 

I was in, and the very grotefque Figure 

1 made with a large Collier's Hat, Jacket 

and Trowfers, and my Handkerchief bound 

round my Head, 

I fhall now take Leave for the p refen t, 

of this difmal Place, with the following 

Remark, viz. Should any one be delirous 

of feeing yawning Caverns, dreadful Pre¬ 

cipices, pendant Rocks, and deep Water, 

rendered Rill more tremendous by a few 

faint glimmering Rays of Light reflected 

from its Surface (which had palled through 

the Crannies above) than if obfcured by 
i 

total 
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total Darknefs; let him defcend, and take 

a Survey of Penp ark-Hole, and I will en¬ 

gage his Curiofity will be fully gratified, 
i 

as he will there fee fuch difmal Scenes, as 

are fcarcely to be parallelled, and of which 

the moft lively Imagination can form at 

beft, but a very faint Idea. 

An ingenious Perfon* who has feveral 

Times defcended this Place in fearch of 

Mr. Newnam’s Body, twice made the 

Tour of Europe, and vifited moft of the 

remarkable Caverns in this Part of the 

Globe, affured me, he had feen very few 

more horrid and difficult to explore, than 

that of Penp ark - Hole. 

There 

* The Gentleman above alluded to, is Capt. James 

Hamilton, formerly an Officer in the late King of 

Pruffia’s Service. 
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There is a lateral Cavity, about 120 

Feet to the Eafiward of Penpark - Hole, 

the Entrance into which though much 

calier, and far lefs dangerous than that 

into the greater Cavity defcribed in the 

preceding Pages, has yet a tremendous 

Afpedh 1 conceive the Defcent to be a- 

bout 3 Feet in 6 perpendicular. When 

you are let down about 13 Yards from the 

Surface, you land on a fmall narrow Part 

of the folid Rock; which in this Place 

divides into two Branches^; one running 

Weft ward, the other Eaftward. Here ha¬ 

ving difengaged ourfelves from the Ropes 

by which we defcended, we got on our 

Feet but proceeded with Caution, the 

Bottom being very rugged and uneven, 

and the Paflages leading into thefe Ca¬ 

verns, very narrow, fteep, and flippery; 

in fome Places afcending, in others de- 

fcending. 

The 
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The Branch on the Weft Side* runs 

about 14 Yards, when the Rock termi¬ 

nates, and eludes any further Search. I 

examined them both with great Attention, 

in company with Mr. William White, 

an ingenious Land-Surveyer, who took 

an exadt Drawing of them on the Spot. 

That on the Eaft, extends about 30 Yards 

from the firft Landing-Place, when it 

turns down, and doubles to the Weft: 

the Paflages being in that Place, nearly 

flopped up by feveral large Stones, which 

appeared to be placed there on Purpofe to 

prevent any over curious Perfon, from pe¬ 

netrating farther into thefe dark and dif- 

mal Regions. But Mr. White fome- 

time afterwards, with the utmoft Diffi¬ 

culty, and not without great Hazard, 

forced himfelf through upon his Belly, 

and when he had pafted through three 

other Caverns found himfelf at the Mouth 

' D of 
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of the E ait war cl Cavity; (as mentioned in 

p. 15,} the whole being about 200 Feet 

from the Place where the Rock divides 

itfelf. But as thefe Caverns are very fimi- 

lar to the others, I would by no Means 
1 

advife any one to gratify an idle Curiofity 

by fo hazardous an Undertaking; for fhould 

a Stone of any confiderable Size fall and 

flop the Paffage by which he entered, it 

would (in my Opinion) be abfolutely im- 

poffible for a Perfon in fuch a Situation, 

ever to extricate himfelf. 

The feveral Caverns we examined, were 

extremely curious, and well worth our 

Infpedtion. The Paffages leading into 

them, were generally from 3 to 6 Feet 

broad, and from 6 to 12 high, and the 

Rock was veined in feveral Places, with 

a femi-pelucid Spar, though not in fuch 

Quantities as in the larger Cavern,—In 

the 
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the Roof of thefe Caverns, and upper 

Parts of the Sides, are a great Number of 

Cavities in the folid Rock, in Form of 

inverted Funnels, which as they widen in 

Proportion to their Depth, prove they 

could not have been made by Art, (as 

fome have abfurdly aflferted) but by the 

Retreat of the Waters which flowed thro' 

them, into the great Abyfs beneath, at 

the Time of the univerfal Deluge, of 

which great and awful Event, they ftill 

remain, as fo many undeniable Proofs. 

Vid. the fecond Edition of the Rev. Mr. 

Catcott’s ingenious Treatife of the De¬ 

luge, Page 342, 

As Penpark-Hole would probably never 

have been explored by me, were it not 

for the melancholy Event which termi¬ 

nated the Exiftence of the Rev. Mr. New- 

nam, a minute and authentic Detail of 

p 2 his 
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his untimely and truly lamentable Fate, 

will not I prelume be unacceptable to my 

Readers, 

On Friday, March 17, 1775* the Rev, 

Mr. Thomas Newnam, one of the Mi¬ 

nor Canons of Briflol Cathedral, and Son 

of Mr. Samuel Newnam, an eminent 

Banker of the fame City, accompanied a 

Gentleman and two young Ladies to vifit 

Penpark-Hole. When they arrived there, 

Mr. Newnam had the Curiofity to try 

the Depth of it with a Line 3 and as there 

is a confiderable Declivity between the 

Rocks, before you come to the perpendi¬ 

cular Fall, he went a little Way down, 

the more readily to call: in the Line, and 

there (for his greater Safety) caught hold 

of a Twig of an Afh-Tree that grows 

acrofs the Aperture; but the Ground be¬ 

ing fiippery and moift, his Feet gave 

way. 
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way, and the Twig breaking in his Hand, 

he Aid down the Declivity, and fell into 

this dreary Cavern, in the Sight of the 

Gentleman and the two young Ladies, 

neither of whom could poffibly afford him 

the leaft Affiftance, and whofe poignant 

Grief on this truly melancholy and very 

diftreffing trying Occafion, may be much 

better conceived than exprdfed. Various 

Trials were made for fome Weeks after 

the unhappy Event, to find the Body, 

but without Succefs. He was a very 

promifing young Gentleman, about twen- 

ty-fi x Years of Age, and univerfally re- 

fpedted by his numerous Acquaintance. 

There is one very peculiar Circumflance 

attendant on this Occafion worth recit¬ 

ing. The very Morning the melancholy 

Difafler happened, he officiated at Clif¬ 

ton Church, and read the 88th Pfalm, 

it being one appointed for the Day’s Ser¬ 

vice, 



( 34 ) 

vice. I would refer any ferious Perfon to 

the Perufal of that Pfalm, and let him 

obferve, how prophetic it is of the Event 

that befel Mr. Newnam, and how de- 

fcriptive of that gloomy Manfion of which 

he foon after became an Inhabitant. 

On Tuefday April 25, 1775? the Body 

of the above-mentioned unfortunate Gen¬ 

tleman was difcovered by the following 

very Angular Accident, after lying in the 

Water thirty nine Days, viz. from the 

17th of March to the 25th of April. 

Mr. Edward Elton, a Gentleman of 

Briftol, laid a Wager of Five Guineas 

with Mr. Robert Tucker, belonging 

to the Cuftom-Houfe of the fame City, 

that he would not venture to defcend to 

the Bottom of Penpark-Hole. 

The 
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The Wager, after much Hefitation, was 
* 

accepted by the latter; but previous to his 

Defcent, a Man was let down with fome 

Lights, who when he got to the Bottom, 

threw a Stone accidentally into the Wa¬ 

ter, and perceiving it did not produce any 

Noife or Agitation, conjectured it might 

light on fomething floating on the Sur¬ 

face : After looking fome Time very at¬ 

tentively, he perceived an Objeft which 

he conceived to be a human Body. Mr* 
* 

Tu cker, who was by this Time fafely 

landed, called to the Perfons above, to 

fend fome one down who could fwim, to 

go in Search of the Body, which was im¬ 

mediately complied with, and the Man 

prefently plunging into the Water, pufh- 

ed the Body before him, to the Side of 

the Rock, from whence it was with fome 

Difficulty, brought to the Landing-Place, 

at the Bottom, and foon after to the Sur¬ 

face 
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face above, and taken immediately to the 

Houfe of John Warmer, Efq; at Pen- 

park, which is very contiguous. 

When found his Left Hand was laid 

acrefs his Forehead, as if to fereen hirn- 

felf from being hurt, his Right Arm 

broken, and he had a deep Contufion on 

the back Part of his Head; his Face was 

red as Scarlet, and his Body greatly fwei- 

led. Many are the Conjectures refpedt- 

ing his remaining fo long under Water; 

hut the moft probable is, that the Surge 

occafioned by the Agitation of his falling 

into it, carried him into the Chaim or 

Aperture in the Rock below; and what 

corroborates this Suppofition is, that 

another Cavern before unobferved, was 

difeover’d when Mr. Newnam was found; 

which when the Accident happened was 

near 30 Feet under Water, and as the 

Roof 



Roof appears to be confiderably higher 

than the Mouth, in all probability, he 

was buoyed up by the Water, and pref- 

fed againft the Top of it, and confequent- 

ly eluded the Search of the Perfons em¬ 

ployed to find him; but when the Mouth 

of the Cavern came to be laid open, the 

Body worked its Way out, and floated on 

the Surface. He was interred at Weft- 

bury-Church, the Thurfday following, 

April 27th, being his Birth-Day, when 

he would have entered the twenty-fixth 

Year of his Age. 

The Writer cannot conclude the pre¬ 

ceding brief Narrative of the fatal Cataf- 

trophe v/hich befel Mr. Newnam (al- 
% 

ready published in Rudder s Hijlory of 

Glocejlerjhire, and by the Editor of the 

Brijiol and Hotwell Guide,) without ex¬ 

treme Concern in being under the una- 

E voidable 
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voidable Neceffity of recurring to fo me¬ 

lancholy an Event; but as it was fo im¬ 

mediately connected with the Hiftory of 

Penpark-Hole, and the only Circumftance 

that led to an Examination of the Cavern, 

it will, he truffcs, be deemed a fufficient 

apology for adverting to it on the prefent 

Occaiiom 

The annexed being Captains Sturmey 

and Collins's Defcriptions of Penpark- 

Hole > extraded from the ad Volume of 

Lowthorp’s Abridgment of the Philo- 

fophical Tranfadions, will not it is pre- 

fumed be unacceptable to my Readers. 

I defcended, fays he, by Ropes 4 Fa¬ 

thoms alrnoft perpendicular 5 and from 

thence 3 Fathoms more obliquely, be¬ 

tween two great Rocks, when I found 

the Mouth of this fpacious Place, from 

which 
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which a Mine-Man and myfelf lowered 
a/ 

ourfelves by Ropes, 25 Fathoms perpen¬ 

dicular, into a very large Place, which 

refembled to us the Form of an Horfe- 

Shoe, for we Ruck lighted Candles all the 

Way we went, to aifcover what we could 

find remarkable. At length we came to 

a River, or great Water, which I found 

to be 20 Fathoms broad, and 8 Fathoms 

deep. The Mine-Man would have per- 

fuaded me, that this River ebbed and 
> 

flowed; for we found the Water had fome- 

times rifen 10 Fathoms above its prefent 

height: But I proved the contrary, by 

flaying there from three Flours Flood to 

two Flours Ebb, in which Time we 

found no Alteration in this River. Be- 

fides, its Waters are frefli, fweet and cool, 

and the Surface of this Water, as it is 

now at 8 Fathoms deep, lies lower than 

the Bottom of any Part of the Severn*Sea 

E 2 near 
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near us, fo that it can have no Commu¬ 

nication with it. 

As we were walking by this River, 

32 Fathoms under the Ground, we air- 

covered a great Hollownefs in a Rock 

fome 3 Feet above us; fo that I got a 

Ladder down to us, and the Mine-Man 

went up the Ladder to that Place, and 

walked into it, about 70 Paces, till he 

had juft: loft Sight of me, and from thence 

chearfully called unto me, and told me 

he had found a rich Mine; but his Joy 

was prefently turned into Amazement, 

and he returned affrighted by the Sight of 

an Evil Spirit, which we cannot perfuade 

him but he faw, and for that Reafon will 

go thither no more. 

Here are Abundance of ftrange Places, 

the Flooring being a Kind of white Stone 

ena- 
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enameled with Lead Ore, and the pen¬ 

dant Rocks were glazed with Salt-Petre> 

which diftilled upon them from above, 

and Time had petrified. 

Four Days after his Return, Captain 

Sturmey was troubled with an unufual 

and violent Head- Ache, which he imput¬ 

ed to his being in that Vault, and falling 

from his Head-Ache into a Fever, he foon 

after died. 

Sir Robert Atkins in his Hillory of 

Gloucefterfhire, quotes Captain Stur- 

mey’s Acqount, and tells us that this 

Experiment wTas in the Year 1669, and 

that afterwards. Captain Collins, in 
* t 

the Year 1682, attempted to make fome 

further Difcoveries, who gives the fubfe- 

quent Account of his Adventure : 

That 
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That he found the Tunnel, wherebv 
j 

himfelf and his Companions defcended, 

to be from the Surface to the Opening of 

the Cavity below, 39 Yards. The Hole 

fpreading into an oblong irregular Figure* 

its greateft length was 3*5 Yards, and 

greateil breadth 41 : from the higheffc 

Part of the Roof to the Water was 19 

Yards. The Water was then, viz. Sep¬ 

tember 1682, in a Pool at the North- 

End, which was the deeped: Part; it was 

27 Yards in length, 12 in breadth, and 

5! deep; there appeared two Rocks above 

the Water, all covered with Mud, but 

the Water was fweet, and good ; there 

was a large Circle of Mud round the Pool, 

and reaching far up towards the South- 

End; which fhewed that the Water at 

other Times had been 6 Yards higher than 

it was then. The Tunnel or Pafiaae 
o 

down, was fomewhat Oblique, very rug- 

& 
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ged and rocky; in fome Places it was 

2 Yards wide, and in fome 3 or 4; but 

nothing obfervable therein, fave here and 

there fome of that Spar which ufually at¬ 

tends the Mines of Lead Ore. In the 

Way 30 Yards down, there runs in South¬ 

ward a Paffage 29 Yards in length, pa¬ 

rallel to the Surface above, it was 2 or 

3 Yards high, and commonly as broad, 

and alike rocky as the 'Tunnel, with fome 

Appearances of Spar, but nothing elfe in 

it except a few7 Bats* 

The Cavity below7 was in like Manner 

rocky and very irregular, the Candles and 

Torches burnt clear, fo as to difcover 

the whole Extent, thereof, nor was the 

Air any thing oifenfive. 

The Bottom of this Hole where the 

Land-Waters gather, is 59 Yards down 

from 
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from the Surface of the Earth; and by 

good Calculation the fame Bottom is 20 

Yards above the higheft Polling of the 

Severn, and lies into the Land about 

3 Miles diflan t from it, and about as far 

from Briftol. 

The Form of P enp ark-Hole y more par- 

ticulary the in terior Parts of it, are cer¬ 

tainly very much altered fince the Publi¬ 

cation of the two preceding Accounts by 

Captains Sturmey, and Collins - 

Mr.William White, vifited this Place 

for the laft Time, in the Autumn of 

1776 ; when he found the Water reduced 

to a fmall Pool, not more than four Yards 

over, and its greateft Depth, not above fix 

Feet.—Captain Collins, (vid. Page 42) 

mentions two Rocks Handing above the 

Water, Mr. White could find but one, 

which 
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which was covered with Mud of a very 

confiderable Depth, Befides, the Plan of 

this remarkable Cavern printed in the fe- 

cond Volume of Lowthorp’s Abridg¬ 

ment of the Phiiofcphicai TranfaffionSy 

and Mr. White’s, are very little, if at 

all, limilar to each other, though I can 

vouch for the accuracy of the latter, hav¬ 

ing examined the Place very attentively, 

at two different Surveys, and was prefent 

when he drew the greateft Part of it. 

F HAVING 
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HAVI N G been honoured with two 

Letters from the late Dr. Jeremiah 

Milles, Dean of Exeter, (which refer 

more immediately to the Subject of this 

Treatife,) I feel myfelf happy in this Op¬ 

portunity of evincing the high Senfe, I en¬ 

tertain of being admitted into Habits of 

Friendihip, with a Character fo eminently 

diftinguifhed in the Literary World; and 

prefent my Readers with the following 

Extracts from them: 

Harley-Street, June 8, 1775* 

' Dear Sir, 

<c Mrs. B-was fo obliging as to 

forward to me, through my Nephew's 

Hands, the Favour of your Letter dated the 

5th inftant, accompanied by your carious 

Account of Penpark-Hole, the untimely 

Grave 
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Grave of the unfortunate Mr. Newnam. 

You feem to have had a great Curiofity, 

and not a little Refolution, to venture 

down into that Abyfs; though the only 

real Danger in thofe Kinds of Caverns* is 

the Difficulty of Afcent and Defcent; for 

as to the Air in them, it is not unwhol- 

fome, nor are the Appearances in any of 

them very different from each other. I 

have been in feveral of them, which are, 

for the molt Part, to be found in Lime- 

ffone Rocks, owing to the Beds in that 

Kind of Stone, having contracted them* 

felves into a clofer Body, and within a 

narrower Compafs, fo as to leave Fiffures 

in feveral Parts.—There is alfo generally 

a Stream of fubterraneous Water in them, 

as at the Peak, Pool’s, and Wakey-Hole* 

It is very right, however, that thefe Depths 

fhould be examined, and defcribed, as a 

curious Part of our Natural Hiftory; but 

you 
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you were not contented with one Search; 

and by that Means had it in your Power 

to reconcile two different Appearances.— 

Your whole Account, and that of the find¬ 

ing poor Mr. Newnam’s Body, is curious 

and entertaining ; but I cannot help be¬ 

ing furprifed at his great Indifcretion, in 

trailing himfeif to fuch deceitful Sup¬ 

ports. 

iC I have formerly read fome Parts of 

your Brother’s Ejjay on the Deluge, as I 

have thofe of other Writers on the fame 

Subject. As I remember, your Brother's 

was very ingenious, though, perhaps, I 

might not be able to fubfcribe to all that 

he fays on that Subject. 

c< Having received all the Satisfaction 

poffible from your Relation of Penpark- 

Hole, I have returned it by my Nephew, 

that 
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that you may have an Opportunity of gra¬ 

tifying other Friends with your Account 

of that dreadful Cavern.—My Nephew* 

who returns in about a Week's Time* 

will be the Bearer of any Communications 

which you fhall be pleafed to make to. 

Sir, 

Your obliged, humble Servant, 

JEREMIAH MILLES.” 

ExtraSl of afecond better from the fame 

Gentleman, dated 
t ' 

Harley-Street, May 14, 1776. 

I am to thank you alfo for a fecond 

Favour in the Account you have fent me 

of the lateral Recedes near Penpark-Hole. 

Thefe Cavities entice the Curious to pur- 

fue them, but they too often, and too 

foon 



( 51 ) 

foon, check and ftop our Curiofity, by 

dipping into a Stream which cannot ealily 

be palTed.—All Limeftone Rocks have 

fewer or more fuch Cavaties; but Wokey- 

Hole in Somerfetfhire, Penpark-Hole near 

Briftol, and Kent's Hole near Torbay in 

Devonlhire, are the moft remarkable of 

thofe in the Weft. 

“ Give me leave to repeat my Thanks 

for thefe Communications, and to allure 

you, that I am. 

Sir, 

Your moft faithful, 

and obedient Servant, 

JEREMIAH MILLES,” 




